
1

Don’t Panic ! Hitchhikers Guide to 

Sooloos Library Interrogator

http://www.meridianunplugged.com/
http://www.meridianunplugged.com/


• This guide will show you how to use the new Sooloos Library Interrogator tool 
developed by meridianunplugged.com

• You can download the tool here
http://www.meridianunplugged.com/downloads/SooloosInterrogator.zip

• Sooloos Library Interrogator will give you on-screen details of both your Sooloos
live library and any backups you may have

• It also provides options to export those details to local files

• This is extremely useful should you want to either 
• Verify library and backup contents 

• Store library info to your smart phone

• Sort and Manage library metadata
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What Info Do I Need ?

• You need to know the IP Address of your Sooloos
CORE.
E.g. 192.168.x.x

• You can find this from the Settings/Information
panel in Control-PC and Control-Mac

• You will also need to know the location of your 
backup folder(s). 

• You may also need to know the IP Address of 
other STORE units

• This app is for Windows and you will need .NET 
installed.
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Getting Started

• Launch the Sooloos Library Interrogator 
application (Windows only)

• Select Mode: Browse Live Core

• Add your system CORE IP Address

• Press Scan Core

• The tool will take a few moments to scan your 
library data
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Review Album Details

• Once your library has been scanned you will see 
Artists listed in the Album Browser area

• In the Album Browser listing click on the + of a 
selected artist and then click on the selected 
album

• The Albums Details will then show artwork, 
album info, track info.

• At the bottom of the track listing you will also see 
the folder location for each album.

• Double-click anywhere in the Album Details text 
area and the info will open in Notepad.
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Exporting Library Info

• NOTE – this is NOT exporting your library…just 
the info ABOUT your library.

• First - create a suitable folder to store exported 
data into.

• Enter this folder location in the Log/CSV Folder 
area of the tool

• The folder should be the full drive letter location 
not the Windows library location
e.g. Q:\Data\Meridian\Sooloos Tools\2014 Interrogator
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Exporting Library Info

• You can export a QuickList which is a simplified 
list ideal for storing on your smartphone.

• Great if you are away from home and want quick 
access to your album list e.g. in a record store.

• In your previously selected folder you will now 
see core-[IP Address]-quicklist.txt

• You can also Export to CSV which generates two 
more detailed records of your library info

• In your previously selected folder you now have 
core-[IP Address]-albums.csv and 
core-[IP Address]-tracks.csv

• These can be very helpful to interrogate and sort 
your library data to aid further metadata 
grooming, artwork improvement, missing data 
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core-[IP Address]-quicklist.txt

• Simple artist-album listing

• Save/transfer to your phone…done.
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core-[IP Address]-album.csv

core-[IP Address]-tracks.csv
• Detailed album listing

• Detailed track listing

• Both files ideally viewed and 
sorted in MS Excel or similar 
spreadsheet app.
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How to Scan a Backup Folder

• You should already know that keeping a backup 
of your Sooloos library is beyond important.

• You should also know where your backup is 
stored
e.g. on your PC/Mac, a USB Hard-drive, NAS etc

• Enter the folder location in the Backup Folder 
area

• Note:- If >1 backup folder is found in the location 
selected the scan will include all backup folders

• Select Browse Backup Folder

• Now press Scan Backup
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Exporting Backup library Details

• Once the Backup Scan is complete you will see 
artist-album details in a similar way to the live 
core scan

• You can export the same types of files as before

• NOTE:- In the same backup location that you 
selected to scan you will find

• backup-quicklist.txt
• backup-albums.csv
• backup-tracks.csv
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Interrogating specific STORE info

• If you have a system with more than one Store 
then you may wish to see exactly what is stored 
on each unit

e.g. Control 15 and Twinstore
e.g. MC200 and MD600

• Simply select Browse Live Store and enter the 
specific Store IP Address

• You can identify IP Addresses of your various 
Stores from the Devices table of the debug 
screen found at core IP Address\debug

• Press Scan Store

• Exporting data will create
• store-[IP Address]-albums.csv and 

store-[IP Address]-tracks.csv
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How to Check Backup vs Live Store 
library

• The exported library data can be used in many 
ways.

• One specifically useful application is to check 
backup folder contents vs current library

• If your library is large and you have been backing 
up regularly you may find albums in your backup 
that are no longer in your library 

• You may also want to check that all your library 
albums are in fact in your back up

• The following steps represent how this can be 
done in MS Excel.  

• Basic understanding of Excel is needed here.

• Other methods exist so feel free to explore.
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• Open both files in MS Excel

• Select ALL data on the backup-albums tab of the 
backup-album.csv file
i.e. Ctrl A

• Copy ALL selected data
i.e. Ctrl C

• Paste data into the core-albums tab of the core-
albums.csv into the area adjacent to the data 
already there
i.e. Ctrl V starting at cell Q1

• You now have both library core and backup data 
together in the same sheet.

• We can now compare.
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Merge core-albums.csv with backup-
albums.csv
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• Each album in Sooloos has a unique identifying 
number

• This is labelled as FSE in two columns of your 
merged data

• Highlight both FSE columns simultaneously by 
clicking the column header of the first then hold 
Ctrl and click the second column header

• Select Conditional Formatting from the HOME 
menu tab

• Select Highlight Cell Rules

• Select Duplicate Values

• Select a suitable choice of highlight colour
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Highlight Matching Albums
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• In this example - you can see a backup album in Row 197 not highlighted in GREEN.  This means it has no match.
• In other words - it exists in the backup file but not in the current live library
• This could be an album that has been deleted.  NOTE - Sooloos does NOT delete from backup
• The user may wish to manually delete this folder from the backup if they do not wish for this album to be restored
• The folder location is included in the backup data
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Matching FSE in the BACKUP
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• In this example you can see an album in Row 18 that exists in the current live core library that does NOT exist in the 
specific backup scanned

• This could be due to the backup not being current or that several backups exist in different locations
• The user may merge several backup.csv files in the same way to ensure full analysis of all data
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Matching FSE in the CORE
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Browse Store Folder

• NOTE - This feature is not yet enabled

• When enabled it will allow a user to browse the 
data found in each album folder of a Store

• This is independent of the Sooloos database 
records

• May be useful to identify any discrepancies
E.g. missing albums, database queries. 
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